Cal Poly’s 2013 Honored Alumni Showcase the Best of Learn by Doing by Public Affairs Office,
Cal Poly’s 2013 Honored Alumni Showcase the Best of Learn by Doing
http://calpolynews.calpoly.edu/news_releases/2013/November/learnbydoing.html[12/3/2013 9:31:57 AM]
my CalPoly login
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Nov. 8, 2013
Contact: Sarah Thien
805-756-5747; sthien@calpoly.edu
Cal Poly’s 2013 Honored Alumni Showcase the Best of Learn by Doing
SAN LUIS OBISPO — Chuck Harrington runs a company with more than 13,000
employees and revenues of more than $3 billion. However, he still vividly remembers
his senior project at Cal Poly, assisting with the design of an inter-tie between the
Tehema-Colusa Canal and the Glenn-Colusa Irrigation District.
“After graduation, others were learning the challenges of building in the field,” he
said. “Between my background growing up on the farm and my Learn by Doing
education from Cal Poly, I was quickly offered the opportunity to move from a
learning role to a doing role in the workplace.”
Now chairman, chief executive officer and president of Parsons Corporation,
Harrington is one of eight recipients of the 2013 Honored Alumni Award, the highest
honor presented by the Cal Poly Alumni Association.
Harrington and his fellow honorees will be recognized for their professional
achievements and global impact during Cal Poly’s Homecoming Weekend. Festivities
include an awards ceremony Friday, Nov. 15 at 6 p.m. in the University Union
Chumash Auditorium and a halftime ceremony during the Homecoming football game
vs. Eastern Washington at 12:40 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 16. Both events are open to
the public.
“This year’s honored alumni are as fascinating and varied as the career paths they
have chosen, “said Ellen Cohune, assistant vice president, alumni outreach & annual
giving. “Each of them is recognized as a leader in their industry and as a shining
example of the value of Cal Poly’s Learn by Doing philosophy.”
That philosophy binds this year’s group of honorees, all of whom had the opportunity
to work in a lab, run a radio station, operate a printing press and, in general, get
their hands dirty while students at Cal Poly.
“Learn by Doing instilled curiosity and a commitment to lifelong learning — for me
and those around me,” said Beth Anderson, vice president of Supply Chain Rate
Capability for Commercial Airplanes Supplier Management at Boeing Commercial
Airplanes and the honoree from the College of Engineering.
“It also gave me confidence, because I didn't just learn the engineering concepts —
I put them into practice. I wasn't hesitant or afraid when I moved into industry. I
was able to jump right in and tackle any assignment I was given.”
The complete cohort of Cal Poly 2013 Honored Alumni includes:
College of Agriculture, Food & Environmental Sciences
Charles L. Harrington graduated magna cum laude in 1981 with a bachelor’s
degree in agricultural engineering. Harrington also has an MBA from the UCLA
Anderson School and graduated from the Duke University Advanced Management
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Program. He is the chairman, chief executive officer and president of Parsons
Corporation, a global engineering, construction, technical and management services
firm with more than 13,000 employees and revenues of $3 billion. As founding
president of Parsons Commercial Technology Group, he led Parsons into the
biotechnology, semiconductor and wireless communications markets. Harrington
serves on the boards of multiple organizations in the business and education sectors,
including the Cal Poly Foundation Board of Directors and the Business-Higher
Education Foundation. He is also chairman of the Cal Poly President’s Cabinet.
College of Architecture & Environmental Design
Paul H. Hamalian earned his bachelor’s degree in construction management in
1988. He went on to earn a Master of Divinity and a master’s in business
administration and has devoted his career to serving the poor through building
projects. Hamalian has worked with Habitat for Humanity International in Nicaragua,
Ecuador, Costa Rica and the U.S. As the current senior director of strategic planning
for the organization, he coordinated the development of the global strategic plan,
and he is now facilitating its execution.
Orfalea College of Business
Rik Floyd graduated in 1979 with a degree in economics. He earned an MBA in
1985 and spent 25 years brokering office, industrial, and investment real estate
transactions in addition to advising private capital clients. In 2010, he co-founded
cp2 project consultants, LLC, with fellow Cal Poly graduate Stephen W. Hall, with a
focus on facilitating real estate ownership with owner/user partners. Floyd serves on
the Orfalea College of Business Dean’s Advisory Council and is regional director for
Southern California on the Cal Poly Alumni Association Board.
College of Engineering
Beth F. Anderson graduated in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in aeronautical
engineering. In 2011, she was named vice president of supply chain rate capability
for commercial airplanes supplier management at Boeing Commercial Airplanes.
Anderson was previously the director of the Interiors Responsibility Center, a Boeing
Fabrication business of more than 1,600 employees responsible for the design,
manufacture and assembly of a wide range of interior systems, including those of the
Boeing 787 Dreamliner. Anderson is an acting member of the Cal Poly President’s
Cabinet.
College of Liberal Arts
Thomas J. Gallo graduated in 1988 with a degree in graphic communication. He is
vice president of strategic development for G3 Enterprises, one of the nation’s
largest packaging companies focusing on the wine and beverage industry. Gallo
worked to convert Grand Street Printing Technologies, a traditional commercial
printing operation, into a label printing operation and then into what is now known
as the G3 Enterprises Label Division. Gallo and his wife, Karyn, have supported the
Graphic Communication Department through their foundation every year since the
late 1980s.
College of Science and Mathematics
Brian J. Hackney graduated in 1986 with degrees in physics and electronic
engineering. He worked briefly as an engineer before pursuing a successful career in
broadcast journalism. As a science editor, meteorologist and news anchor, Hackney
has won 18 Emmy awards in categories including best news anchor, best
documentary, and best breaking news coverage. Hackney anchors the news and
weather at the CBS affiliate in San Francisco. In the summer of 2013, he won five
Emmy awards, representing more than half of the awards won by the station.
Hackney has reported in international locations such as Chile and Switzerland and
has interviewed numerous celebrities, including Carl Sagan and Paul McCartney.
Sandra Gardebring Ogren Leadership Award
Philip S. Bailey, Jr. has served Cal Poly for 44 years as a professor, dean and
advocate for students. He was instrumental in the acquisition of what is now known
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as the Cal Poly Pier at Avila Beach and was a driving force behind the completion of
the Faculty Offices East Building in 1991 and the recently dedicated Warren J. Baker
Center for Science and Mathematics. More than 20 years ago, Bailey started the
summer advising program at Cal Poly and is the creator of the now famous “Study
25-35 hours/week” program on campus. Bailey has received numerous accolades
throughout his career. Most recently he received an Ambassador of Goodwill award
at the 2012 African Goodwill Awards and was awarded the Faculty Excellence in
Advising award, also in 2012, from the California State Student Association.
CPAA Distinguished Service Award
Alfred W. Amaral, Jr. graduated in 1964 with a degree in agricultural business. He
served as executive director of the Cal Poly Corporation (formerly California
Polytechnic State University Foundation, Inc.) for 29 years and retired from the
university after 33 years of service. Amaral was selected as the College of
Agriculture, Food and Environmental Science’s honored alumnus in 1989 and in 1985
received the Outstanding Staff/Employee Award. Amaral has served as a financial
officer, president and CSU Alumni Council Representative for the Cal Poly Alumni
Association. He and his wife, Rose, established the Al and Rose Amaral Ag Enterprise
Endowment to benefit future generations of Cal Poly students.
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